


V�n� l�v�d ��m�l s�ngs s� sw��t, humm�ng tun�s 
fr�m h��d t� f��t.  �ut wh�n ���t�  �sk�d, "S�llu 
k�nn�?" V�n� fr�z�, n� w�rds w�uld ��m� t� h�r. "� 
w�nt t� s���k!" sh� s��d w�th � s�gh. "�'ll l��rn ��m�l, 
� w�ll tr�!" Sh� gr�bb�d h�r b��k w�th ��l�rs br�ght, 
�nd st�rt�d h�r j�urn�� �nt� th� l�ght.
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�n th� k�t�h�n, �mm� st�rr�d th� ��t. "S�llu 'th�nn�' 
f�r w�t�r, n��� �nd h�t!" V�n� r����t�d, "�h�nn�, 
th�nn�!" G�ggl�ng l�ud, f��l�ng k�nd �f funn�. ���� 
�l����d, "S�mm�! W�ll  d�n�, d��r!"  "�nnum �ru 
v��rth��!" h� s��d w�th �h��r. V�n� l��rn�d "�h���t�" 
�nd "��zh�m" t��. ��r ��m�l w�rds gr�w, fr�sh �nd 
n�w.
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�n th� g�rd�n, �h�th� ���k�d � r�s�. "�dhu �nn�?" h� 
�sk�d, V�n�'s ���s r�s�. "���!" sh� sh�ut�d, fl�w�r 
s� br�ght. ���t� sm�l�d w�d� w�th �ur� d�l�ght. "N�� 
s�mm� ��nnu!" sh� l�ugh�d w�th gl��. V�n� d�n��d, 
h�r w�rr��s s�t fr��. ��rds s�ng s�ngs �s sh� l��rn�d �
��h n�m�. ��m�l w�rds b���m� � fun l�ttl� g�m�.
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�t d�nn�r, V�n� st��d u� t�ll �nd �r�ud. "V�n�kk�m 
f�m�l�!" sh� s��d �ut l�ud. "N�ndr� �mm�, N�ndr� 
����, f�r ��ur l�v� s� tru�. ���t�, �h�th�, n�ndr� t� 
��u t��!" Ev�r��n� �l����d, h��rts full �f j��, n� 
m�r� s�l�n��, n� m�r� �l��. V�n� sm�l�d, h�r j�urn�� 
��m�l�t�, ��m�l w�rds n�w fl�w�d s� sw��t.
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